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unfolding developments. While true in ordinary times, the observation is 

especially apt in times of war. In 2006, for example, during the early days of 
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Olmert in the Knesset in which he presented the aims of the war, public 
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war one month later, public opinion completely reversed itself, and under 

pressure from hostile public opinion and public protest, the Prime Minister 

was compelled to appoint an investigative commission to look into the war 
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National Security and Public Opinion Project at the Institute for National 

Security Studies (INSS), only 23 percent of the Jewish population said that 
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answered that they could trust the government to make the right decisions 

on questions of national security.N

Operation Protective Edge followed a similar pattern. Public opinion 
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This article describes three principal dimensions to public opinion during the 

operation: the degree of satisfaction with the Prime Minister’s performance 

(which functions as an indirect measure of the public’s satisfaction at the 
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alternatives facing Israel and the decisions taken by the cabinet and the Prime 
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conducted by different entities and the questions were worded differently, so 

it is no wonder that at times varying, even radically divergent results were 

obtained. Consequently, the general picture should be approached with a 

large degree of caution.

Evaluation of the Prime Minister’s performance mirrored the pattern of 
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beginning of the operation and just before the entry of IDF ground forces 
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the Prime Minister’s performance as good, compared with 35 percent who 
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Strip, showed a dramatic improvement in the rating of the Prime Minister’s 
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percent as not good.2 In a survey conducted on July 20, two weeks after the 

operation began and three days after the entry of IDF ground forces in the 
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3, two days after the kidnapping in Rafah and one day after the decision to 

withdraw Israel’s forces from the Gaza Strip, another decline was recorded: 62 
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next day on behalf of Israel Hayom showed the identical result: 63 percent 
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Minister’s performance in the operation.I In a survey commissioned by 
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declared, 33 percent of the public assessed the Prime Minister’s performance 
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compared with 20 percent who assessed it as not good or poor.A In a study 
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percent of the Jewish public assessed the performance of Israel’s political 
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of the Prime Minister’s performance, although its extent varied between 
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Strip increased, a dramatic fall occurred in the assessment of the Prime 
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compared with 50 percent who rated his performance as not good.NH Two 
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showed a further slide: 32 percent assessed his performance as good, compared 

with 59 percent who assessed it as not good.NN!].+/!2#8#1*/!*.#!(,0$+1T/!
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following day in Haaretz showed better results for the Prime Minister, with 
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difference in results occurred because the Channel 2 survey was conducted 
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1'&-,1*#-!'&!*.#!&+7.*!'9! ,7,/*!BI4!'&#!-)5!)9*#2!)!1#)/#S2#!")/!-#1$)2#-4!

when it became apparent that the operation had indeed come to an end. This 
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within one day of each other, bolsters the assertion that the public opinion 

roller coaster in the assessment of the Prime Minister’s performance in the 

'(#2)*+'&!.)/!&'*!2#)1.#-!+*/!S&)$!/*'(C

 &!#R)>+&)*+'&!'9! *.#!-+2#1*!#3)$,)*+'&!05! *.#!(,0$+1!'9! G/2)#$T/!

achievements in the operation shows quite a similar picture to its assessment 

of the Prime Minister’s performance, with wide swings throughout the 

operation. In the framework of the INSS National Security and Public Opinion 
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to your impression, as of now, who is winning in Operation Protective 
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the land-based campaign, 65 percent said Israel was winning, 6 percent 
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winning; it is a draw.” Note that in a survey published one week earlier, on 
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is winning; it is a draw.” The proportion of those said that Israel had won 
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in a survey published on Channel 2 a day earlier, when IDF forces were 
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neither side had won.NM To sum up, at this stage of the operation, when the 

$)&-[0)/#-!1)>()+7&!")/!'3#2!)&-!*.#!1#)/#S2#!1'$$)(/#-4!(,0$+1!'(+&+'&!

was divided on the question of whether Israel had won.

Toward the end of the operation, the public’s assessment of Israel’s 

achievements in the operation became more negative. In a survey conducted 
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portion had been achieved, and 5 percent said that not a single goal had 
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been achieved.NJ When the operation was over, the public’s dissatisfaction 

with the results became still more prominent. In a survey published by 

W.)&&#$!B!'&! ,7,/*!BI4!'&#!-)5!)9*#2!*.#!'(#2)*+'&!#&-#-4!".#&!)/%#-!

whether Israel had won, only 29 percent said yes, and 59 percent said no.NI 
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feeling that the results had been a draw, what the media called “the sour 
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it is unclear whether this is indeed the public opinion roller coaster’s last 

stop – only time will tell.

Where the third aspect is concerned, i.e., the public’s view of the various 

alternatives facing Israel and decisions taken by the cabinet and the Prime 
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the tunnels in the Gaza Strip, the public was asked how Israel should continue 
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26 percent said, “Finish dealing with the tunnels and halt the operation,” 
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was nearing completion, showed that the Jewish public was divided over the 
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withdrew from the Gaza Strip, a somewhat similar picture emerged. In 

answer to the question of their views of the government’s decision to accept 
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percent) of the Jewish public believed it should have “expanded the operation 
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)&-!/#3#2#$5!-)>)7#-!*.#!>+$+*)25!"+&7!'9!K)>)/4!0,*!"+*.',*!'11,(5+&7!
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X)L)!:*2+(!)&-!'3#2*.2'"&!*.#!K)>)/!2#7+>#b!E'&$5!.)$9!'9!*.'/#!".'!
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There is no doubt that the Israeli public is clearly opposed to sending IDF 

soldiers to occupy the Gaza Strip. The public has accepted the assessment 

that such an operation involves heavy losses on both sides, while its purpose 

)&-!)-3)&*)7#/!9'2!G/2)#$!)2#!,&1$#)2C! *!*.#!/)>#!*+>#4!>'/*!'9!*.#!(,0$+1!

#R(#1*#-!9)2!>'2#!+>(2#//+3#!)&-!1$#)2$5!3+/+0$#!-)>)7#!*'!K)>)/4!#/(#1+)$$5!

its military wing. There is a feeling that the government did not allow the 

IDF to exercise its full capabilities, particularly in the land-based campaign. 

 *!*.#!/)>#!*+>#4!#3#&!'&!*.+/!+//,#!+*!+/!&'*!1$#)2!".#*.#2!*.#!$)/*!"'2-!.)/!

0##&!/('%#&C!G*!1)&!0#!)//,>#-!*.)*!*.#!(,0$+1!'(+&+'&!2'$$#2!1')/*#2T/!S&)$!

stop will be determined by the length of time there is quiet in the south. 
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 ,7,/*!J4!BHNQC

\! _=#)1#!G&-#R4b!]#$! 3+3!j&+3#2/+*5!)&-!*.#!G/2)#$!Y#>'12)15!G&/*+*,*#4! ,7,/*!BM4!

BHNQ4!http://"""C(#)1#+&-#RC'27k+&-#R>'&*.C)/(Ra&,>lBAP.

NH! =,0$+/.#-!'&!W.)&&#$!B4!_ !;''%!)*!*.#!V#"/4b! ,7,/*!BM4!BHNQC

NN! =,0$+/.#-!'&!W.)&&#$!B4!_ !;''%!)*!*.#!V#"/4b! ,7,/*!BI4!BHNQC

NB! f'//+!h#2*#24!_K)>)/!D2,+/#-c!:,(('2*!9'2!=2+>#!?+&+/*#2!=$,&7#/!BIg!+&!P!<##%/!

Fighting” Haaretz4! ,7,/*!BA4!BHNQC

NP! :1.#+&4!_IPgc!G/2)#$! 1.+#3#-!?'2#Cb

NQ! W.)&&#$!B4!_ !;''%!)*!*.#!V#"/4b! ,7,/*!M4!BHNQC

NM!  .)2'&!;)(+-'*4!_^#/+$+#&*!K'>#!Z2'&*!+&!O(#2)*+'&!=2'*#1*+3#!`-7#4b!Israel 

Hayom4! ,7,/*!A4!BHNQC

NJ! _=#)1#!G&-#R4b! ,7,/*!BM4!BHNQ4!

NI! W.)&&#$!B4!_ !;''%!)*!*.#!V#"/4b! ,7,/*!BI4!BHNQC

NA! h#2*#24!_K)>)/!D2,+/#-Cb

N\! =,0$+/.#-!'&!W.)&&#$!B4!_ !;''%!)*!*.#!V#"/4b! ,7,/*!PH4!BHNQC


